Strong Support For Sununu, Drugs Remain Most Important Problem Facing NH 5/9/17 by Survey Center, UNH
The Granite State Pol
May 9, 2017
STRONG SUPPORT FOR SUNUNU, DRUGS REMAIN MOST IMPORTANT PROBLEM FACING NH
By:     Andrew E. Smith, Ph.D.                                                                        andrew.smith@unh.edu
        Zachary S. Azem, M.A.                                                                                  603-862-2226
        Sean P. McKinley, M.A.                                                                     cola.unh.edu/survey-center
DURHAM, NH – Governor Chris Sununu enjoys biparƟsan approval of his job performance as wel as increasing personal favorability
among New Hampshire adults. A strong majority conƟnue to believe overal the state is headed in the right direcƟon, but for the ﬁrst
Ɵme, a majority of Granite Staters believe drug misuse is the most serious problem facing the state. Support for more permissive
marijuana legislaƟon remains high, parƟcularly among young people and Democrats.
These ﬁndings are based on the latest Granite State Pol*, conducted by the University of New Hampshire Survey Center. Five hundred
and eighteen (518) randomly selected New Hampshire adults were interviewed by landline and celular telephone between April 24 and
May 4, 2017. The margin of sampling error for the survey is +/- 4.3 percent.
Gubernatorial Approval
In the second Granite State Pol since Chris Sununu's inauguraƟon, 57% of Granite Staters say they approve of the job he is doing as
Governor, 17% disapprove, and 26% are neutral or don’t know enough to say. Sununu's approval raƟng has increased signiﬁcantly since
February (42%). Three-quarters (75%) of Republicans, 56% of Independents, and 43% of Democrats approve of Sununu's performance.
Frequent conservaƟve radio listeners (81%), self-described conservaƟves (77%), Donald Trump voters (74%), and those who aƩend
religious services once or twice a month (71%) are most likely to approve of the job Sununu is doing as governor. Boston Globe readers
(37%), union members (32%), self-described liberals (31%), and Hilary Clinton voters (28%) are most likely to disapprove.
* We ask that this copyrighted informaƟon be referred to as the Granite State Pol, conducted by the University of New Hampshire Survey Center.
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Favorability RaƟngs - Governor Chris Sununu
Sununu's personal favorability raƟng conƟnues to rise folowing his elecƟon in November. Currently, 52% of New Hampshire adults say
they have a favorable opinion of Sununu, 17% have an unfavorable opinion, 17% are neutral, and 14% say they don’t know enough
about him to say.










Favorability RaƟngs - NH Governor Chris Sununu
Favorable Unfavorable
















Gubernatorial Approval Score by Quarters Into Governorship -
Jeanne Shaheen, Craig Benson, John Lynch, Maggie Hassan, Chris Sununu
(7=Strongly Approve, 1= Strongly Disapprove)
Chris Sununu Maggie Hassan John Lynch Craig Benson Jeanne Shaheen
On a scale where "strongly approve" equals 7 and "strongly disapprove" equals 1, Sununu's approval (4.9) in his second quarter has
risen quickly since Feburary (4.5), and now enjoys the same level of support as Maggie Hassan and John Lynch did at the same point in
their governorships.

















Net Favorability RaƟng - Chris Sununu
Overal Democrat Republican Indepedent
Sununu's net favorability raƟng, the percentage having a favorable opinion minus the percentage having an unfavorable opinion, is
+35%, up signiﬁcantly from -5% in October 2016 and +25% in February. Sununu is very popular among Republicans (+70% net
favorability), popular among Independents (+26%), and somewhat popular among Democrats (+10%).












Approval RaƟng - NH Legislature
Approval of New Hampshire Legislature
Currently, 51% of New Hampshire adults approve of how the Republican-controled State Legislature is doing its job, 30% disapprove,
and 20% are neutral or don’t know enough to say. Disapproval of the State Legislature's performance (30%) has increased since
February (19%).
Approval is somewhat Ɵed to parƟsanship; two-thirds (66%) of Republicans approve of the job the legislature is doing but only 45% of
Democrats and 43% of Independents feel that way.
Approve Disapprove Neither/Don't Know
Right DirecƟon or Wrong Track
Most New Hampshire residents conƟnue to think the state as a whole is headed in the right direcƟon. Currently, 69% of New Hampshire
adults feel the state is heading in the right direcƟon, only 23% think the state is seriously oﬀ on the wrong track, and 8% don't know or
are unsure. MajoriƟes of Republicans (77%), Democrats (66%), and Independents (61%) say the state is headed in the right direcƟon.
Respondents who aƩend religious services a few Ɵmes a year (80%) are most likely to say NH is heading in the right direcƟon. Boston
Globe readers (40% wrong track), union members (36%), self-described liberals (35%), Manchester Area residents (35%), and
self-idenƟﬁed Independents (34%) are most likely to say NH is seriously oﬀ on the wrong track.
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The New Hampshire State Legislature recently passed a bil that parƟaly funds ful-day kindergarten at New Hampshire public schools.
New Hampshire adults emphaƟcaly favor such a measure; 83% of Granite Staters strongly or somewhat support the proposed law, 3%
are neutral, 13% somewhat or strongly oppose, and 1% don't know or are unsure.
Support for ful-day kindergarten funding breaks down along largely parƟsan lines; self-idenƟﬁed Democrats (94% approve) and
self-described liberals (93%) are most likely to support the measure. Union Leader readers (28% disapprove), frequent conservaƟve
radio listeners (27%), self-described conservaƟves (27%), self-idenƟﬁed Republicans (23%), those aged 50 to 64 (23%), and those who










The New Hampshire State Legislature is considering legalizing possession of smal amounts of marijuana for personal recreaƟonal use
similar to what some other states have recently done.
Currently, more than two-thirds (68%) of New Hampshire adults strongly (49%) or somewhat (19%) support such legislaƟon, while only
27% strongly (19%) or somewhat (8%) oppose it; 4% are neutral and 1% don't know or are unsure. This represents a substanƟal shiŌ in
public opinion since the quesƟon was ﬁrst asked in Feburary 2013, when 49% supported such a measure and 45% opposed. The
proporƟon who strongly support legalizaƟon (49%) has increased signiﬁcantly since 2013 (31%), while the proporƟon who strongly
oppose it (19%) has decreased (37%).
Self-described liberals (90% support) and those who never aƩend religious services (80%) are most likely to support legislaƟon legalizing
marijuana for recreaƟonal use. Those who aƩend religious services once a week or more oŌen (53% oppose), self-described
conservaƟves (51%), frequent conservaƟve radio listeners (50%), self-idenƟﬁed Republicans (44%), and Donald Trump voters (42%) are
most likely to oppose such legislaƟon.











LegalizaƟon of Marijuana for RecreaƟonal Use











Most Important Problem Facing New Hampshire
Granite Staters remain very concerned with the drug crisis facing the state. More than half (53%) of New Hampshire adults cite drug
misuse as the most important problem facing the state, the ﬁrst Ɵme in the Granite State Pol a single issue has been cited as the most
important problem by a majority of respondents. Eleven percent cite jobs or the economy as the most important problem facing the
state, while 7% choose educaƟon and 6% choose healthcare.



















Sale/Tax of Legal Marijuana at Licensed Retail Outlets
Approve Disapprove
If possession of a smal amount of marijuana for personal recreaƟonal use were legal in New Hampshire, nearly three-quarters (74%) of
New Hampshire adults would strongly or somewhat approve of marijuana being sold at licensed retail outlets and taxed at levels similar
to alcohol or tobacco while 22% somewhat or strongly disapprove. This too represents a shiŌ in public opinion since the quesƟon was
ﬁrst asked in Feburary 2013, when 55% approved of such a measure and 39% disapproved.
Self-described liberals (88%), and those aged 18 to 34 (85%) are most likely to approve of seling marijuana at licenses retail outlets and
taxed at levels similar to alcohol or tobacco. Those who aƩend religious services once a week or more oŌen (50% disapprove), those
aged 65 and older (43%), frequent conservaƟve radio listeners (42%), self-described conservaƟves (37%), and those how read the Union
Leader (37%) are most likely to disapprove.
















LegalizaƟon of Marijuana for RecreaƟonal Use by Age
Responded "Strongly Support" or "Somewhat Support"
Overal 18 to 34 35 to 49 50 to 64 65 and older
Support for legalizing possession of smal amounts of marijuana for personal recreaƟonal use is strongly Ɵed with age, and diﬀerences
between age groups on the issue are increasing over Ɵme. In early 2013, there was only a 20% gap in support between those 18 to 34
and those 65 and older. Now, those 18 to 34 (89% support) are more than twice as likely as those 65 and older (36%) to support the
legalizaƟon of marijuana for recreaƟonal use. Those 65 and older are the only age group to oppose legalizing marijuana for recreaƟonal
use.
When asked what they would prefer the State Legislature to do about marijuana laws, 55% say they want marijuana legalized and taxed
like alcohol, 19% would like to decriminalize marijuana, 21% would like to keep the laws as they are now, and 5% don't know or are
unsure. Support for legalizing and taxing marijuana has slightly increased since April 2014 (49%), while support to maintain current
marijuana laws has slightly decreased since then.
Those aged 18 to 34 (77%), self-described liberals (74%) and those who never aƩend relgious services (68%) are most likely to prefer the
legislature legalize and tax marijuana like alcohol. Colege graduates (30%) are most likely to prefer the legislature decrimimalize
marijuana.
Respondents aged 65 and older (42%), self-described conservaƟves (40%), those who aƩend religious services once a week or more
oŌen (35%), and frequent conservaƟve radio listeners (32%) are most likely to prefer the legislature keep marijuana laws as they are
now.















Preference for Marijuana Laws in NH
Legalize And Tax Marjiuana
Decriminalize Marijuana
Keep Marijuana Laws As They Are Now
Don't Know
Granite State Pol Methodology
These ﬁndings are based on the latest Granite State Pol, conducted by the University of New Hampshire Survey Center. Five hundred
and eighteen (518) randomly selected New Hampshire adults were interviewed in English by landline and celular telephone between
April 24 and May 4, 2017. The margin of sampling error for the survey is +/- 4.3 percent. These MSE’s have not been adjusted for design
eﬀect. The design eﬀect for the survey is 1.2%.
The random sample used in the Granite State Pol was purchased from MarkeƟng Systems Group (MSG), Horsham, PA. MSG screens
each selected telephone number to eliminate non-working numbers, disconnected numbers, and business numbers to improve the
eﬃciency of the sample, reducing the amount of Ɵme interviewers spend caling non-usable numbers.
The data have been weighted to adjust for numbers of adults and telephone lines within households. AddiƟonaly, data were weighted
by respondent sex, age, educaƟon, and region of the state to targets from the most recent American Community Survey (ACS)
conducted by the U.S. Census Bureau. In addiƟon to potenƟal sampling error, al surveys have other potenƟal sources of non-sampling
error including quesƟon order eﬀects, quesƟon wording eﬀects, and non-response. Due to rounding, percentages may not sum to
100%. The number of respondents in each demographic below may not equal the number reported in cross-tabulaƟon tables as some
respondents choose not to answer some quesƟons.
For more informaƟon about the methodology used in the Granite State Pol, contact Dr. Andrew Smith at (603) 862-2226 or by email at
andrew.smith@unh.edu.




























































































Favorability RaƟngs - Governor Chris Sununu
"Next, I'd like to get your overal opinion of some people who have been in the news. As I read each name, please say if you have a
favorable or unfavorable opinion of this person - or if you don’t know enough about him or her to say. Governor Chris Sununu"







































































































































































“And generaly speaking, do you approve or disapprove of the way the New Hampshire legislature is handling its job?”
NH - Right DirecƟon or Wrong Track
“Do you think things in New Hampshire are generaly going in the right direcƟon or are they seriously oﬀ on the wrong track?"












































































































































































































































































"The Legislature is also considering a law that would parƟaly fund ful-day kindergarten at New Hampshire public schools. Do you
support or oppose legislaƟon to fund ful-day kindergarten?"




Most Important Problem Facing New Hampshire
“Let's turn to the State of New Hampshire .. There are many problems facing the state of New Hampshire today. In general, what do
you think is the most important problem facing the state of New Hampshire today?”












































































































































































































































































































































































































































Marijuana LegislaƟon - LegalizaƟon of Marijuana for RecreaƟonal Use
"Do you support or oppose legalizing the possession of smal amounts of marijuana for personal recreaƟonal use in New Hampshire
similar to what other states have done?"






































































































































































Marijuana LegislaƟon - Sale/Tax of Legal Marijuana at Licensed Retail Outlets
"If smal amounts of marijuana were legalized for personal use in New Hampshire, would you approve or disapprove of marijuana being
sold at licensed retail outlets and taxed at levels similar to alcohol and tobacco?"
Marijuana LegislaƟon - Preference for Marijuana Laws in NH
"Which one of the folowing comes closest to what you would like to see the New Hampshire legislature do with marijuana laws - would
you like lawmakers to legalize marijuana and tax it like alcohol..decriminalize marijuana..or keep marijuana laws as they are now?




















































































Once a week or more often
Once or twice a month






















































































































































































































Favorable Neutral Unfavorable Don't Know
STATEWIDE 14%17%17%52%







































Once a week or more often
Once or twice a month













































































































































































































































































































Once a week or more often
Once or twice a month






































































































































































































































































Once a week or more often
Once or twice a month





















































































































































































































































































































































Right Direction Wrong Track DK/Not Sure
STATEWIDE 8%23%69%







































Once a week or more often
Once or twice a month



























































































































































































































































Once a week or more often
Once or twice a month





















































































































































































































Drug Misuse Jobs/Economy Education Healthcare
STATEWIDE 6%7%11%53%





































Once a week or more often
Once or twice a month


















































































































































































































































































































Once a week or more often
Once or twice a month




























































































































































































































































































































































































Once a week or more often
Once or twice a month






























































































































































































































































































































































As They Are Now Don't Know
STATEWIDE 5%21%19%55%







































Once a week or more often
Once or twice a month




















Region of StateCentral / Lakes
Connecticut Valey
Manchester Area
Mass Border
North Country
Seacoast
Congressional
District
First Cong. District
Second Cong. District
8%
4%
4%
33%
20%
13%
24%
16%
19%
35%
60%
64%
5%
6%
4%
31%
18%
14%
19%
18%
21%
45%
58%
61%
6%
6%
0%
40%
17%
7%
20%
19%
18%
34%
58%
74%
4%
8%
6%
2%
3%
8%
27%
28%
19%
20%
18%
32%
18%
25%
21%
18%
24%
27%
50%
38%
54%
60%
55%
33%
5%
10%
3%
42%
21%
15%
7%
21%
15%
28%
16%
33%
54%
53%
77%
3%
6%
18%
24%
18%
20%
60%
49%
3%
6%
4%
6%
29%
20%
20%
20%
13%
30%
20%
13%
56%
43%
56%
61%
5%
4%
4%
6%
11%
29%
20%
35%
16%
19%
20%
26%
68%
47%
56%
32%
3%
4%
6%
19%
16%
28%
15%
17%
24%
63%
63%
41%
4%
5%
18%
24%
19%
19%
60%
52%
4%
5%
23%
16%
19%
20%
54%
59%
4%
7%
20%
24%
17%
24%
58%
45%
8%
4%
3%
6%
3%
5%
16%
23%
23%
24%
24%
18%
14%
15%
20%
20%
21%
22%
61%
58%
54%
50%
53%
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4%
6%
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21%
21%
18%
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120
263
125
181
108
208
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268
90
159
41
141
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92
152
110
131
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67
94
199
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38
79
68
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421
78
381
128
76
49
157
72
68
95
263
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